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PE3: Everyone called her Xianglin’ s Wife. Th
ough no one never asked her what her surname was,
it was probably Wei, as she had come from the wvill
age of Weijiashan-literally the ‘Mountain of the Wei
Family’
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PEX: A bamboo basket in one hand contained a
cracked, empty bowl; the other hand grasped a tall
bamboo staff, split at the bottom. She had obviously

become a beggar.
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PE3C: She wore a black skirt, a blue jacket and
a lighter blue waistcoat, her hair tied up into a bun
with a white cord.
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PE3C: It” s the end of the lunar year-the end tol
d by the old and not the Western calendar-that bring
s a year to its proper close, as villages, towns, even
heaven itself mark its approach. Flashes of ligh
tning through heavy, grey evening clouds are an
swered by the dull explosions of firecrackers, bi
dding farewell to the Kitchen God as he departs
for heaven to make his annual report on mankind.
Close by, the blasts have an ear-splitting ferocity, th
e faint smell of gunpowder hanging in the air before
the noise has died away.
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